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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Picture Book shines light on kindness, empathy and the joy of laughter 
It’s always the right time to introduce children to Claire and Albert, best friends and laughing buddies in Claire’s Hair, the most recent picture book written by successful indie author Mary Bleckwehl and illustrated by Minneapolis artist, Sara Weingartner. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Claire’s Hair is the essential story for teaching children about the superpower of empathy and how laughter can be very good “medicine”. This tale of hair, heart and humor is a touching, yet delightfully humorous one of Claire who loves her tangled tresses where critters romp. She wants nothing to do with her mother’s insistence to comb, wash or (yikes!) cut it. Her mighty mane is a playground of imagination for Claire and her BFF, Albert, until he gets sick and loses his hair. The laughter and fun drift away until Claire uses what she knows to bring the laughter (and a little hair!) back. 
“Laughter is the best medicine! Delightfully entertaining and with a warm and charming message about true friendship, Claire's Hair is unreservedly recommended for both elementary school and community library picture book collections.”  –Midwest Book Review Spring 2018.

“Claire's Hair is a masterpiece! The theme of a child losing hair due to illness is handled with such care. I know this book will bless many. Congratulations on another hit!”--Kelly Johnson, third grade teacher
“Students love Claire’s Hair not only because it makes them laugh, but to it makes them think about others. This is a perfect recipe for learning!” Lauri Nelson, Media Specialist, East Lake Elementary 
* * *
Claire’s Hair is Bleckwehl’s third picture book. Her other books are: Henry you’re late AGAIN! and Henry you’re Hungry AGAIN? 
Mary Bleckwehl holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Wartburg College and a Master of Science degree in Educational Management from Lesley University. She has been an educator throughout her career. Bleckwehl grew up in Iowa but has lived for nearly 30 years in Northfield, Minnesota where she and her husband raised their three children. She is available for author appearances in schools, writing conferences and related literacy events.
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Claire’s Hair
by Mary Bleckwehl
Sara Weingartner, illustrator
Price: $16.95 U.S. 
ISBN: 978-1-59298-800-6 
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